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the end of the tenth month; the thirteenth for the end of the
eleventh month. Then the fourteenth is provided for the end
of the eleventh month and a half, and finally the fifteenth ball
for the end of the twelfth month.
If, however, there should be an extra month in that par-
ticular year, an extra bundle of darbha-grass and an extra
ball of rice are provided, for the poor soul's journey will be
lengthened if he has been so unfortunate as to die in a year
that has thirteen months. Anyhow, the journey will be
terrible enough, and so the balls are offered to provide the
spirit with water and clothing, as well as food, at the resting-
places on its way. It will be remembered that immediately
after death the soul went to the court of Yama, on a hasty
journey for inspection, when its Linga oarira was only the size
of a thumb, and could move with great speed, but could not
experience pain. Now, however, the soul possesses a Yatana
Oarira the size of a cubit, which can and does suffer on the
journey.
At first it seems strange that there should be two journeys
to Yama's kingdom, the one immediately after death, and this
other twelve-month-long journey; but the reason is this:
sometimes a mistake is made, and the wrong person taken to
Yama's court.
When a person is unconscious fora long time,but ultimately
recovers, his friends know that he has made the quick journey
to Yama, and has been sent back again.
Once upon a time a very embarrassing mistake was made
by burning a body too soon. The soul of a Jaina lady called
Jana was taken by mistake for a Muhammad an lady of the
same name. When Yama saw the Jaina lady, he at once realized
the blunder and, sending her back to earth, summoned the
Muhamtnadan lady. But when the poor spirit of the Jaina
Jana came back home, she found that her body had been
already burnt, and so there was nothing for her to do but
to enter the body of the Muhammadan lady, the other
Jana, whose spirit by now had started for Yama's court.